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HER OWN
BACKYARD

“I've spent much of my life in be-
Iween,"” explains YURI TSUZUKI
“In between cultures, languages
and traditions.” As a young girl,
the striking, soft-spoken artist
was shuttled between her family's
home in Magoya, Japan, and their
second residence in Green-
ville, South Carolina (where her
father had business interests).
“We would live a few years in each
spol,” she says, "but no matter
where we were, | always relied
upon the familiarity of my back-
yard— particularly the trees—to
make me feel at home.”

MNow based permanently in
Greenville, Tsuzuki has devoled
the last few years to creating a
series of boldly hued watercolors
of trees, or parts of trees, in
various stages of bloom. Most of
the images are not painted
from life, she says. Instead, they're .
“a sort of meditation—a collec- 1;._\'
tion of experiences.” \ S

When the izn't painting, Tsu-
zuki, who has degrees in art
histery from both Princeton and
Caolumbia universities, runs a
Japanese cultural foundation
in Greenville—work that, like
her fondness for trees, allows
her to bridge the gap between
two worlds. Prices start at $600.
For a gallery of images or
to contact the artist, visit www.
YuriTsuzuki.com or call 817-
E02-9514. JOAM BARZILAY FREUND
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